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CONPIDENTIAL DAR ES SALAAM 2543 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, CG, OAU, TZ 

SUBJECT: CONSULATIONS ON ZAIRE 

REF: (A) STATE 148408, (B) STATE 150529, (C) STATE 150348 

1. EMBOFP BRIEFED FORNMIN DEPUTY DIRECTOR OP MIDDLE 
EAST AND APRICA DIVISION PETER PALANGYO JUNE 14 PER 
REFTEL A. PALANGYO HAD JUST RETURNED PROM VISITS TO 
LAGOS AND KINSHASA ON SHABA/AFRICAN SECURITY ISSUE 
AND IS WELL INFORMED ON NYERERE'S THINKING. 

2. PALANGYO SAID TANGOV WAS VERY WORRIED THAT US 
WOULD BE DRAGGED UNWITTINGLY INTO A DIFPICULT 
SITUATION (IN HIS VIEW, BRITISH AND PRENCH HAD MADE 

US AN UNWITTING ACCOMPLICE ON SUEZ). PALANGYO STATED 
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TANGOV RESERVATIONS ABOUT WEST MAINTAINING MOBUTU IN 
POWER BY PREVENTING ECONOMIC CHAOS THAT WOULD 
EVENTUALLY PORCE MOBUTU OUT. YET HE ACKNOWLEDGED 
TANGOV ALSO DID NOT DESIRE DISINTEGRATION OP ZAIRE. 

PALANGYO THOUGHT SHABA PROBLEM WOULD BE SOLVED 
ONLY WHEN LUNDA GIVEN A ROLE IN THE CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT. OTHERWISE THEY WOULD REMAIN DISAPFECTED. 
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3. PALANGYO WAS VERY SKEPTICAL ABOUT PROSPECTS 

OF FORCING REFORM ON MOBUTU. HE WAS QUITE INTERESTED 
IN PROMOTING PEACE ALONG ZAIRE- ANGOLA BORDER AND 
ASKED TO MEET EMBOFF AGAIN JUNE 17 TO PURSUE 
SUBJECT FURTHER. PALANGYO SAID TANGOV WAS VERY 
WORRIED ABOUT DEEP DIVISIONS OVER SHABA/AFRICAN 
SECURITY ISSUE AT KHARTOUM OAU SUMMIT. 

4. RE REFTEL B, WE DOUBT TANGOV WOULD BE INTERESTED 
IN PARTICIPATING IN ANYTHING THAT MIGHT MAKE LIFE 
EASIER FOR MOBUTU. POSSIBLE EXCEPTION, AS NOTED 

IN CONVERSATION DESCRIBED ABOVE, IS ZAIRE-ANGOLA 
SETTLEMENT AS THIS WOULD BENEFIT ANGOLA. CONSUL- 
TATIONS, HOWEVER, MIGHT BE DIFFICULT TO LAUNCH. 
TANGOV WOULD PROBABLY NOT ACCEPT AN ACTIVE ROLE 
FOR THE WEST. IT MAY ALSO FEAR THAT ISSUE COULD 
PROVE TOO HOT FOR OAU TO HANDLE AND THAT OAU 
MIGHT RISK PERMANENT DAMAGE IF IT BECAME INVOLVED. 

IF NIGERIA COULD BE PERSUADED TO REVIVE ITS 1977 
MEDIATION ATTEMPT, TANGOV MIGHT BE WILLING TO 
ASSIST. 

5. BELIEVE, AS RECOGNIZED REFTEL C, THAT THE 
SUGGESTED APPROACH THEREIN HAS BEEN PRETTY MUCH 
SUPERSEDED BY CORRESPONDEN E BETWEEN PRESIDENTS 
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CARTER AND NYERERE. IN HIS LETTER, PRESIDENT 
CARTER MENTIONED THE HOPE THAT EFFECTIVE STEPS 
COULD BE TAKEN AT THE KHARTOUM OAU SUMMIT. 

NYERERE IS PREPARING A REPLY TO PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
LETTER AND HE MAY HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY ABOUT 
KHARTOUM, STILL ABOUT A MONTH AWAY. SEEING NYERERE 
ON KHARTOUM ALONE JUST NOW DOES NOT STRIKE US AS 
A GOOD IDEA. HOWEVER, WE RECOGNIZE NEED FOR 
KNOWING MORE ABOUT SPECIFIC TANGOV INTENTIONS FOR 
THE KHARTOUM SUMMIT, AND AMBASSADOR WILL SEEK 
TO OBTAIN NYERERE'S VIEWS WHEN OPPORTUNITY ARISES. 
SPAIN 
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